Mary Immaculate Church

10390 Remick Ave. Pacoima, CA 91331 Office:(818) 899-0278
Email: maryimmaculateparish1954@gmail.com

Parish website: www.maryimmaculateparish.org
Facebook: Mary Immaculate Catholic Church YouTube: Mary Immaculate Church

OFffese , every nation on earth will adore you. Ps.
;@jﬁl%&f—ﬁ Que te adoren, Seior, todos los pueblos. Sal. 71
B B

Mass Schedule
Horarios de Misa

English Mass:
Sunday - 10:00am

Misas en Espaiiol:
Lunes a Viernes- 7:00am y 6:30pm

Sabado - 7:00am y 7:00pm -
Domingo - 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am
(English) 12:00pm, 2:00pm, 4:00pm,
6:00pm, & 8:00pm

Clergy /Sacerdotes:

Rev. Julio Domenech, Pastor

Rev. Jorge Alberto Soto Lugo, Associate
Rev. Florentino Victorino Associate

Parejas Diaconales /
Diaconate Couples:

Dn. Jesus & Veronica Lopez
Dn. Jose Cruz & Felicitas Ortiz
Dn. Martin & Mina Orea

Dn. Geremias & Rosario Morales

Confessions/Confesiones:
Sabado / Saturday: 5:0(()jpm
Dentro de iglesia / inside the church

Holy Hour English (call office)
Once a month on a Friday

Hora Santa

Jueves después de Misa de 6:30pm

Office Hours /Horas de Oficina:
Monday-Friday /Lunes-Viernes:

10:00am-8:00pm . "And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the
Saturday-Sunday/Sabado-Domingo: rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my
8:00am-4:00pm people Israel.” Mt 2:6

Horario de oficina sujeto a cambio "Y (1, Belén, tierra de Juda, no eres en modo alguno la menor entre los

para dias feriados. principales de Juda, porque de ti saldra un jefe que sera el pastor de mi

Office schedule subject to change for pueblo lsrael”. Mt 2,6

Ollda)’S- Excorpts from the Lectionary for Mazs ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD,
Laccionaria Il © 1987 Comizion Episcopal de Pastoral Litirgica de la Conferencia del Episcopado Mexicano. oLPi
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GOD COMES TO MEET US
Epiphany reminds us that God does not hide; rather, He
goes out to meet every heart that seeks Him sincerely. The
Magi—foreigners and pagans—allow themselves to be guid-
ed by a star and set out on a long and uncertain journey,
driven by a single question: “Where is the newborn King?”

They did not belong to the chosen people, yet they were
able to recognize the signs of God, while others, who had
the Scriptures, remained closed to the mystery. The light shone for everyone, but
only some set out on the journey.

God wants us to know Him. “Eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (Jn 17:3). That is why He became man: He
manifested Himself to reveal to us the way of truth that leads to life—what we come
to know if we open ourselves to His revelation. He loved us first; He came out to
meet us, seeking each one of us, to give us His Kingdom of love, joy, and peace.

Upon arriving at the stable, they find neither power nor wealth, but a poor Child. And
there, in simplicity, they discover the glory of God. They fall down, adore Him,
and offer the best they have. Thus, Epiphany teaches us that God reveals Himself
to the humble, to those who seek, to those who do not settle or remain still.

“Seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you... for the one
who seeks finds” (Mt 7:7). “You will find me if you seek me with all your heart” (Jer
29:13). God wants us to find Him. He allows Himself to be found; He stands at the
door, knocking and waiting for us to open our hearts—to seek Him and to take the
time to know Him. Only then can we love and follow Him; only then can we benefit
from His coming and receive the divine life He came to offer us.

The Magi offered Him gifts with profound meaning: GOLD, as King; MYRRH, as
Man; INCENSE, as God. From this it is made clear that this Child is the true King
foretold by the prophets, whose kingdom would have no end—true God and true
Man, as the Holy Spirit made clear to the Church through several councils in which
the Creed was defined with these very words.

As the prophet Isaiah announces: “Nations shall walk by your light” (Is 60:3). Today
Christ continues to be that light. The question is: are we willing to let ourselves be
guided by Him, to change our path as the Magi did? May this Epiphany help us
to recognize Christ present, to set out on the journey, and to offer Him not only gifts,
but our whole heart. May we be docile to the signs of the present times as they
were, so as to find Him and not fall into the snares of the enemy (Herod or the
devil).
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Love, Explained!

If you’ve ever been a guest at a
Christian wedding, chances are
you have heard 1 Corinthians
13:4-8: “Love is patient, love is
kind ... love never fails.”

But what and who we love is just
as important as zow we love.
Loving God, we know, is the
greatest commandment of Jesus
Christ, followed by loving others
(Matthew 22:37-40). We are
called to exhibit this love even
— and, perhaps, especially —
when it is difficult, when it de-
mands we sacrifice our own pref-
erences, our own desires and our
own prejudices (Matthew 5:46).

In doing this, we “no longer
stand before God as a slave, in
servile fear, or as a mercenary
looking for wages, but as a son
responding to the love of him
who ‘first loved us.”” (CCC
1828)

So yes, love is patient, and love
is kind — and, when practiced
correctly, love is also freedom.

©LPi

EPIPHANY

OF THE LORD
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Domingo:

Lunes:

Martes:

Miércoles:

+ Weekly Mass attendance

1 Family oriented community
and beautiful campus

+ Advanced technology program; 1 iPads
for all graces

CONTACT US
Y Elective classes: Coding, music, and PE
(B1B) 634-855] B

10390 Remick Ave, Paceima, CAGTS3] §
wwwmaryimmaculateschoolorg &

v Extracurricular activities

+ Up to60%in financialaid for families

that qualfy 2 ‘ A
s @maryimmacuatecatholicschool

Readings for the week

can be found HERE at United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops Web Page English and
Spanish

Domingo:
Lunes:
Martes:
Miércoles:

©LPi

Domingo siguiente:

oy ‘._ ’
PROMISE TO I‘..
PROTECT 4

s Did You Know? The challen
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LAS LECTURAS Y CONMEMORACIONES

SEMANALES

Las lecturas de la semana del 4 de enero de 2026

Is 60, 1-6/Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 10-11.
12-13/Ef 3, 2-3. 5-6/Mt 2, 1-12

1 Jn 3, 22-4, 6/Sal 2, 7-8. 10-12/Mt 4,
12-17.23-25

1 In4,7-10/Sal 71, 1-2. 3-4. 7-8/Mc 6,
34-44

1Jn4,11-18/Sal 71, 1-2. 10. 12-13/
Mc 6, 45-52

1Jn4,19-5,4/Sal 71, 1-2. 14 y 15. 17/
Lc 4, 14-22

1 Jn5, 5-13/Sal 147, 12-13. 14-15.
19-20/Lc 5, 12-16

1Jn5, 14-21/Sal 149, 1-2.3-4.5y 6y 9/
Jn 3,22-30

] ‘ Domingo siguiente: Is 42, 1-4. 6-7/Sal 28, 1-2. 3-4. 3.

9-10/Hch 10, 34-38/Mt 3, 13-17

Las conmemoraciones de la semana

del 4 de enero de 2026

Dia de la Epifania del Sefior

San Juan Neumann, obispo

San André Bessette, religioso

San Raimundo de Pefiafort, sacerdote
El Bautismo del Sefor

"
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e of complacency

PLEDRDGE TO

HEAI

Protecting God's C

51 Safe adults often move through the world with a

Al ver la estrella, se llenaron
de inmensa alegria. Entraron
en la casa, vieron al nino con
Maria, su madre, y cayendo
de rodillas lo adoraron;
despues, abriendo sus
cofres, le ofrecieron
regalos: oro, incienso y
miirra. - Mt 2, 10-11

VIRTUS
you-know.

heightened awareness of what could be suspicious
« =% behavior and warning signs — this may feel

=~> - overwhelming. If
-+ could easily

they never encounter abuse, they
become complacent — thinking there’is

== no potential for abuse because they have not seen it
in their own lives. The antidote to complacency is to
always remember the end goal: the
safety and well-being of the children
. and vulnerable people in our parishes,
schools, ministries and communi-
fies. Forénor.e information, read the
article “The Challenge of
Complacency” at lacatholics.org/did-

OE2 30|
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DIOS SALE A NUESTRO ENCUENTRO

que lo busca con sinceridad. Los Magos, ex-
tranjeros y paganos, se dejan guiar por una es-
trella y emprenden un camino largo e incierto,

Rey que ha nacido?

Ellos no pertenecian al pueblo elegido, pero
supieron reconocer los signos de Dios, mien-
tras que otros, teniendo las Escrituras, permanecieron cerrados al
misterio. La luz brillé para todos, pero solo algunos se pusieron en
camino.

Dios quiere que le conozcamos. La vida eterna consiste en que te co-
nozcan a ti Padre, y al que tu has enviado, Jesucristo. Jn 17.3. POR
ESO SE HIZO HOMBRE, se manifestd para revelarnos el camino de la
verdad que lleva a la vida, es lo que venimos a conocer si nos abri-
mos a su revelacion. El nos amo, primero, salié a nuestro encuentro,
en busca de cada uno de nosotros, para darnos su Reino de amor,
gozo y paz.

Al llegar al establo, no encuentran poder ni rigueza, sino un Nifio
pobre. Y alli, en |la sencillez, descubren la gloria de Dios. Se postran,
adoran y ofrecen lo mejor que tienen. Asi nos ensefia la Epifania
que Dios se revela a los humildes, a los que buscan, a los que no se
conforman ni se quedan quietos.

Busca y encontrards, llama y se te abrira... porque el que busca en-
cuentra...Mt 7,7. Me encontrards si me buscas con todo tu corazon.
Jer 29.13. Dios quiere que lo encontremos, El se deja encontrar, es-
ta a la puerta llamando y esperando a que le abramos el corazén, a
gue le busquemos y nos demos el tiempo para conocerlo, pues so-
lo asi le podemos amar y seguir, solo asi podremos beneficiarnos de
su venida y recibir la vida divina que vino a ofrecernos.

Los magos le ofrecieron dones con un gran significado: ORO, como
rey; MIRRA como hombre; INCIENSO, como Dios. Desde ahi queda
manifiesto que ese nifio es verdadero rey, como predijeron los pro-
fetas, cuyo reino no tendria fin. Verdadero Dios y verdadero hom-
bre, como el Espiritu Santo dejara claro a la Iglesia en varios conci-
lios donde se define el credo con esas palabras.

Como anuncia el profeta Isaias: “Caminardn los pueblos a tu luz” (lIs
60,3). Hoy Cristo sigue siendo esa luz. La pregunta es: é¢estamos dis-
puestos a dejarnos guiar por El, a cambiar de camino como hicie-
ron los magos? Que esta Epifania nos ayude a reconocer a Cristo
presente, a ponernos en camino y a ofrecerle no solo dones, sino el
corazon entero. Que seamos ddciles a los signos de los tiempos pre-
sentes como ellos lo fueron, para encontrarlo y para no caer en las
redes del enemigo (Herodes o el diablo).

La Epifania nos recuerda que Dios no se escon- |
de, sino que sale al encuentro de todo corazon |

movidos por una sola pregunta: ¢Ddnde estd el -

DE LA

EPIFANIA

Bendicion de la Epifania,
Explicada

La bendicion del hogar de la
Epifania es una tradicion
centenaria que invoca la
bendicion de Dios sobre
todos los que entran en
nuestra casa.

Todo lo que se necesita para
una bendicién de la Epifa-
nia es tiza, que generalmen-
te esta disponible en las pa-
rroquias en la fiesta de la
Epifania o en las semanas
previas a ella. Existen algu-
nas formulas diferentes para
las bendiciones, pero la
esencia del ritual es siempre
la misma: un sacerdote o la
cabeza de familia invoca la
bendicion de Dios sobre la
casa y todos los que entran
en ella, y se hace una ins-
cripcion sobre la puerta con
tiza.

La inscripcion dice: los dos
primeros digitos del afio + C
+ M + B + los dos tltimos
digitos del afio. Las iniciales
C, M y B representan los
nombres de los reyes ma-
gos: Gaspar, Melchor y Bal-
tasar, y también significan
la frase latina Christus man-
sionem benedicat: "Que
Cristo bendiga la casa".

©LP1



Mary Immaculate Church

Parish Directory / Directorio Parroquial

Educacion Religiosa / Religious Education:

Religious Education Coordinator - Jose Luis Duarte
Secretary - Giselle A. Ramos (818) 899 - 2111

Web page: religiouseducationmi.weebly.com
Horario de Oficina / Office Hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday- 5:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
Lunes, Martes, Miercoles

Catequesis Familiar / Family Catechesis:
Dn. Jose Cruz & Felicitas Ortiz (818) 899-0278

Ministerio Juvenil / Youth Ministry:
Coordinadora / Coordinator: Lissette Villalobos

Asistente de Oficina / Office Assistant: Ramsel Martinez
(818)-899-0278 ext. 7
Horarios de Oficina / Office Hours:

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday —5:00p.m. — 7:00p.m.
Lunes, Miércoles & Jueves —5:00p.m. - 7:00p.m.

Oficina de Matrimonios / Marriage Office:

Annulment Assistance/ Anulida Matrimonial

Coordinador de Bodas / Wedding Coordinator:

Dn. Martin & Mina Orea

(818) 899-0278 #0

*Las bodas se programan con seis meses de anticipacion*
*Weddings are scheduled six months in advance*

OCIA/OICA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults/

Orden de Iniciacién Cristiana para Adultos
Coordinador / Coordinator: Dn. Martin & Mina Orea
Secretary Assistant: Jessica Ayala (818) 899-0278
Manager: Nery Flores (818) 899-0278 ext: 1008
Plant Manager Supervisor: Victor Lopez
Administrative Assistant:Trinidad Ayala (818) 899-0278
Front Office Secretary Assistant:

Diana Zarate (818) 899-0278

Front Office Receptionists (818) 899-0278 # 0
Diane Portillo, Ariana Manzo, Emely Portillo,

Para anuncios del boletin, contactar a la oficina par-
roquial.
For bulletin announcements, contact the parish office.

January 4, 2026
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Mary Immaculate School

Come Visit our School!
Be part of our Family!

We offer a strong Common Core curriculum, daily
Religion classes that help students grow in their
faith, STEM program, Smartboards in all class-
rooms, Chromebooks and iPads in all grade levels,
extra-curricular activities, small classes, and high-
ly qualified teachers with a combined 100 years of
teaching experience.

We are offering 25 scholar-

ships to help the tuition cost!

Ms. Verénica Macias , Principal
Mrs. Rebecca Cisheros, Vice

Principal
Mrs. Hortencia Vargas, Secre-
tary

School Office: 818-834-8551

www.maryimmaculateschool.org

Please follow us on Instagram:

@maryimmaculatecatholicschool

SCHOOL STUDENT NON-DISCRIMINATION
POLICY

The school, mindful of its mission to be a witness to the
love of Christ for all, admits students regardless of race,
color, national origin, and/or ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or
made available to students at the school.

The school does not discriminate on the basis of race, col-
or, disability, medical condition, sex, or national and/or
ethnic origin in the administration of educational policies
and practices, scholarship programs, and athletic and oth-
er school-administered programs, although certain athletic
leagues and other programs may limit participation and
some archdiocesan schools operate as single-sex schools.

While the school does not discriminate against students
with special needs, a full range of ser-

vices may not always be available to s
them. Decisions concerning the admis- @hf%’:‘;ﬁfg;m@
sion and continued enrollment of a stu- &t gy

dent in the school are based upon the i N i
student’s emotional, academic, and e e

hysical abilities and the resources = bR
4 O [efahe o

available to the school in meeting the
student’s needs.

PROGRAMACION DEL
ESTACIONAMIENTO

Domingo 7:00am—9:00 pm

January 4 Encuentro Matrimonial
11 Adoracion Nocturna
18 Grupo de Oracion
25 Movimiento Familiar Cristiano

Familiar Fuertes en Cristo
Muchas gracias a todos por su servicio.



£ ABOGADOS

» EXPERIENCIA A C C I .
1.800.804.6888

CON

NTES

SERVIMOS TODO EL SUR DE
CALIFORNIA
Nuestros Servicios

Planes Funerales a Futuro

« (Sepulturas, Translados y Cremaciones)
« IUL, Termino y Permanente

* Seguros De Vida

Con Beneficios en vida y ahorro
Consejera Pre- necesida

Gastos Finales y Cementerios

S8

“Deja Un Legacdo De Paz”

Aracely Diaz
Funeral Advisor
CA - Lic #0F43648
Hablamos Ingles
818.422.9478
agservices_ara@hotmail.com

AG Services
8055 Lankershim Blvd 9a + North Hollywood, CA

¥r

\, (818) 504-4790

www.serramedicalgroup.com

9375 San Fernando Rd., Sun Valley, CA 91352 | Bam - 4:30 pm

Lie

, (818) 504-4649

@serramedicalgroup = = §

BEST,
USRS
“NO HAY PROBLEMA”

abogadosconecxperiencia.com

GPV

IMMIGRATION LAW, APC

Gabriela
Pinto Vegaq, Esq.

Abogada de Inmigracién

Inmigracion hecho facil para
familias que desean viviry
trabajar legalmente en EE.UU.
Immigration Made Easy for

Families to Live & Work
Iegally in the U.S.

B (@) yqi=and .\
e :;;: ;,%{
Eroy

/5. 17631 Chatsworth St. Ste C

4 Granada Hills, CA 91344
M 818-724-8386

Piensa Vender o Comprar
una Propiedad?

Il Puedo ayudarte con todas

sus necesidades
de Bienes y Raices

C

Martin Tapia
Parish Supporter
all/Text: 818.269.2807

Email: Martinbtapia@gmail.com

Call 860-399-1785 or go to www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

gy
Z Y Realtor® Cal DRE Lic#01728606
R e Hablo Espafiol
+ Shrines of Alpine Europe with Oberammergau
- Fatima, Lourdes & Shrines of | e
« Shrines of Northern Italy « Spiritual Highlight: 0
+ Holy Land/Jordan Bt ;
Catholic Criises and Tows * CrUises- Panama Canal, Hawaii, Australia/Asia | DVER 5|
CST#2117990-70 « Easter & Christmas Sailings & X3

*Bodas .
« Quinceaneras @
*Bautismos
« Cumpleanos ,;-*
« Eventos prlvados

91 16Van Nuys Blvd. 5
PanoramaCity sk
| 14032 Oxnard St

s

CEMETER

FE S

& M O R LLARLTESS

EVERLASTING FAITH. Ev

ERLASTING LIFE.

(213) 637-7801 CatholicCM.org

For ad info. call 1-800-950-

9952 e www.4lpi.com

Mary Immaculate Church, Pacoima, CA

B 4C 05-4051



Services
- Wellness Exams
- Joint injections

- Skin Biopsies
- Pap Smears
- Geriatrics
Rosalinda Tinajero - Pediatrics
Realtor Servicios
DRE#02229292 .
- Exdmenes

(818)590-9867
¢Quiere Comprar, Vender o Refinanciar?
Aqui en New Key Realty le podemos
ayudar. Llamenos para una consulta
GRATIS.

de bienestar
- Biopsis de Piel

- Geriatria
- Pediatria

\ T
L K
Dr. Ruben Liliana Dr. Cecil q
Hernandez Guadron-Hernandez Sgikiy;D? Monday - Fr|da)’
Medical Director PA-C el er — Vi
Board Certified in Board Certified in . d%;:"’é;‘g%z . Lunes — Viernes
Family Medicine Fami[le\égiI:ine by s et e 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

- Inyecciones articulares

- Prueba de Papanicolau

HERNANDEZ MEDICAL GROUP

A

Same day appointments are available!

iHay citas disponible

405 Maclay St Suite 104

s para el mismo dia!

| San Fernando CA 91340

Phone: 818-999-5900 | Fax: 818-999-5901

iHablamos Espaiiol!

Py

;$24)7

LBAN DETHCTION

$89.99

CON ACCESO 24/7
Lic.#86908

25 ainos de experiencia
ESTIMADOS GRATIS

IF YOU LIVE ALONE =&

MDMedAlert!™ J5aos SE8E

v Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire
v Family/Friends v GPS & Fall Alert

CALL NOW! 800-809.3570 5 md-med'alt;rt.com \

www.hmghealth.com

$19

Imo.

L

T"F Stier STl

(

MEDICAL, MEDICARE AND
YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS.

J'.;"U\lf’fi'l !"H'i .

TRABAJOS GARANTIZADOS

Mantenimiento con presidn de agua para limpiar drenajes con grasa
o raizes. Reparamos todo tipo de plomeria, tankless,fuga de gas y agua,
Inspecion de camara y se detectan liqueos.

Instalamos nuevos drenajes, cobre, llaves, tinas, toilets, reguladores, etc.

Mejoramos cualquier precio 818-808-7429

Columbus Club Federal
Credit Union
-Auto Loans / Savings
o) 1129 Celis St * San Fernando, CA
yen (818) 365-1891
- 3 Supported by Knights of Columbus #3016

Abogada Alexandra

- Est. 1953 -

Abogada de Inmigracion

¢QUIERES PROTECCION,

PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

iYo quiero que el préximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

WE HELP YOU QUALIFY FOR IHSS
(IN HOUSE EVERYDAY CARE)
FOOD STAMPS,

AND MEALS ON WHEELS

Y \' ‘
i 1
YOU GET ALL THE SUPPLIES NEEDED.

* Medicine Delivered at Home

« Everything for your Personal Hygiene
 Walkers * Hospital Bed

* Cane

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.
[ e

Parishioner

% 818.512.4336

Jon
747.200.7662

Se Habla Espariol
ROOFING SERVICES

® 24 Hour Emergency Service

o Steep Slope (Shingle) Roofing

* Low Slope (Flat) Roofing

* Clay Tile Roofing

* New Roof Installation

o Tear Off, Re-Roof, or Replacement
* Roof Repairs

o Leak Inspection and Detection

" SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

* Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin,
4lpi.com/adcreator

e Wood

ph:818-398-5960

) e

ALICE HANDYWOMAN SVS

Alice Nkore

Our Lady of Lourdes Parishioner

Licensed General Contractor #1112358

805-637-9973

CATALAN
FLOORS

TEL: 818-481-6143

¢ Laminate

Installation & Service

Habla Espaiiol

® Burglary

Email: chocolateale2008 @gmail.com ® Fire Safety

FPlsiskioner since 2008

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

ADF | pihened | gafeStreets

ADT-Monitored Home Security =

Get 24.Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

Mary Immaculate Church, Pacoima, CA

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

 Wheel Chair

*Blood Pressure Machine

* Oximeter

* Oxygen ... and much more

(818) 369-7295

10600 Supulveda St. #101
Mission Hills CA 91345

ABOGADO JEFF GEREN
Especialista En
Accidentes de Auto
Todo Tipo de Accidentes

Si No Gana, No Paga
38+ Afos al Servicio de
La Comunidad Latina
CONSULTA GRATIS
Llame 24 Hrs. 818-986-2555

A 4C 05-4051



St. John Neumann | January 5

Biography

St. John Neumann is the patron saint of educators, immigrants, and, due to the miracles that secured his can-
onization, sick children. This is a fitting patronage as he was a lover of education and learning from a very
young age. In fact, when he was a child, his mother called him “my little bibliomaniac” due to his preoccupa-
tion with reading. Born in 1811 Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Republic, he attended the university in
Prague preparing for ordination. However, his local bishops were not ordaining new priests at the time be-
cause Bohemia was overstocked with priests. He inquired about ordination all over Europe but received the
same answer everywhere. Not one to be deterred, John then applied to several United States dioceses. Receiv-
ing no immediate responses, the saint took a leap of faith and decided to just immigrate to the United States
in 1836, during his 25th year, with only $40 in his pocket. This risk paid off when he was ordained in New
York a month later.

Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a missionary to German immigrants in Buffalo. His mission-
ary work also created an opportunity for him to spend time in Maryland, Virginia, Michigan, and Ohio. When
he was 29, he joined the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists), a congregation of priests
and brothers dedicated to helping the poor and most abandoned. He was their first member to profess vows in
the United States.

In 1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became the fourth Bishop of Philadelphia. During this time, he organized
the individual parochial schools in his region into a diocesan system. This change allowed Catholic schools to
quickly increase the number of pupils enrolled by almost twentyfold. Over the course of his ministry, St. John
expanded the number of Catholic schools in his diocese from 2 to 100! His passion for education extended to
immigrants, like himself, and his love for learning languages made it possible for him to hear confessions in
English, Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, and Gaelic!

A man of the people, he could often be found outside the church walls visiting people who were sick, staying
in taverns and public houses to teach, and celebrating Mass in people’s homes at their kitchen tables. He was

canonized on June 19, 1977, following three miracles, two of which regarded the healing of youth from grave
illnesses. St. John Neumann was the first American man to be canonized a saint.

Prayer
Prayer for St. John Neumann's intercession

O St. John Neumann, your ardent desire of bringing all souls to Christ impelled you to leave home and coun-
try; teach us to live worthily in the spirit of our baptism which makes us all children of the one Heavenly Fa-
ther and brothers of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the family of God.

Obtain for us that complete dedication in the service of the needy, the weak, the afflicted, and the abandoned
which so characterized your life. Help us to walk perseveringly in the difficult and at times painful paths of
duty, strengthened by the Body and Blood of our Redeemer and under the watchful protection of Mary our
Mother. May death still find us on the sure road to our Father’s house, with the light of living faith in our
hearts.

(Prayer Source:




